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Monitor*  Rural  District  Council 

(H  ealth  Department). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Honiton 
Rural  District  Council. 

January , 1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report,  and  which  deals  with  Public 
Health  matters,  and  the  Sanitary  administra- 
tion of  your  District  during  the  year  1920. 

I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  to 
you  that  the  Birth  Rate  again  shows  a very 
marked  improvement,  viz.,  178  births  as  com- 
pared with  143  for  1920. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  Death  Rate 
has  shown  a marked  decrease,  viz.,  107  deaths 
as  against  123  in  1919.  This  is  no  doubt  due 
to  the  absence  of  Influenza  and  Pneumonia 
epidemic,  which  in  1919  claimed  22  lives. 

Infantile  Mortality  shows  a marked  in- 
crease, viz.,  13  deaths  under  one  year. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  show 
a decrease,  viz.,  3 as  against  7 in  1919.  On 
the  other  hand,  deaths  from  Cancer  show7  a 
marked  increase,  viz.,  14  as  against  10  in  1919. 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  Housing  Scheme,  and  a full  report  on 
this  and  other  matters — such  as  the  Isolation 
Hospital — -will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  later 
on  in  my  Report. 
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National  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 

Summary,  shewing  the  principal  general 
items  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  1920,  contained 
in  this  Report  : — 

Area  of  the  Honiton  Rural  District  ...  73,054  Acres 

Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  9,597 

Estimated  Population  for  Births  and  Deaths 

Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,621 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census  1911  2,263 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House,  at 

Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  4'2 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 

of  the  District. 

Purely  agricultural,  rather  hilly,  and 
all  the  villages  being  placed  in  the  valleys. 
Railway  facilities  are  very  limited,  only  two 
parishes  being  near  to  a station. 

There  is  no  voluntary  Hospital  in  the 
district,  and  most  cases  have  to  go  to  the 
Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

Attached  to  the  Workhouse  is  a large 
and  commodious  Infirmary  for  pauper  cases, 
containing  two  male  and  two  female  wards,  and 
has  accommodation  for  18  males,  22  females, 
and  also  lying-in  wards.  It  seems  a great  pity 
that  more  use  cannot  be  made  of  this  Infirmary, 
which  is  always  half  empty,  for  patients  who 
would  willingly  pay  a small  fee  to  cover  their 
expenses,  instead  of  their  being  sent  to  Exeter. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Chard  and  Mr.  Tilt 
for  the  returns  shewing  Poor  Law  Relief  : — 

Statement  of  amount  of  Out-door  Poor 
Law  Relief  in  Honiton  District  for  the  under- 
mentioned Rural  Parishes  from  1st  April,  1920, 
to  31st  March,  1921. 

No.  of  Amount 


Parishes 

M. 

F. 

c. 

Total 

Cases  £ 

s. 

a. 

Awliscombe 

3 

...  6 

...  7 

...16  . 

. 7 

...  93 

16 

9i 

Branscombe 

3 

...  7 

...  9 

...19  . 

. 9 

...187 

9 

l0i 

Buckerell 

5 

...  6 

...14 

...25  . 

. 7 

...  82 

8 

5 

Combe  Raleigh 

2 

...  2 

...  3 

...  7 . 

. 2 

...  34 

12 

01 

Cotleigh 

0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 . 

. 1 

...  22 

6 

0 

Dunkeswell 

3 

...  3 

...  2 

...  8 . 

. 4 

...  71 

10 

9 

Farway 

1 

...  3 

...  0 

4 

. 3 

...  30 

11 

24 

Gittisham 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 . 

. 1 

...  0 

9 

0 

Luppitt 

4 

...  5 

...  6 

...15  . 

. 8 

...174 

8 

21 

Monkton 

1 

...  1 

...  4 

...  6 . 

. 1 

...  5 

11 

3 

Northleigh 

1 

...  3 

...  0 

4 

. 3 

...  5 

12 

6 

Off  well 

2 

...  3 

...  4 

...  9 . 

. 3 

...  79 

8 

6 

Sheldon 

0 

...  1 

...  2 

...  3 . 

. 1 

...  44 

11 

6 

Southleigh 

2 

...  1 

...  0 

...  3 . 

. 2 

...  15 

8 

54 

Upottery 

2 

...  1 

...  4 

...  7 . 

. 3 

...  56 

5 

6 

W id  worthy 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 . 

. 1 

...  5 

4 

0 

Yarcombe 

7 

...  8 

...  8 

...23  . 

.10 

...147 

7 

5i 

Totals 

37 

52 

64 

153 

66 

£1057 

1 

5i 

Totals  1920 

28 

38 

42 

108 

55 

£824 

0 

6 

N.B. — The  above  Statement  does  not  include  Non- 
Settled  Cases. 

EDWARD  J.  CHARD, 

Relieving  Officer, 

31st  March,  1921.  Honiton. 
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Statistical  Return  of  Relief  in  the  Rural 
District  Parishes  of  the  Ottery  St.  Mary 
District  from  1st  April,  1920,  to  31st  March, 
1921. 


Parishes 

M. 

w. 

c. 

Total 

No.  of 
Cases 

Amount  in  Relief 
£ s.  d. 

Broadhembury 

0 

...  4 

...  2 

...  6 

...  5 . 

..  66 

7 

0 

Eeniton 

1 

...  1 

...  0 

...  2 

...  1 . 

..  0 

6 

5 

Harpford 

1 

...  2 

...  1 

...  4 

...  3 . 

..  52 

1 

6 

Payhembury 

5 

...  4 

...  4 

...13 

...  5 . 

..107 

11 

6 

Plymtree 

2 

...  2 

...  5 

...  9 

. . . 3 . 

..  29 

8 

8 

Salcombe  Regis 

2 

...  3 

...  1 

...  6 

...  4 . 

..  34 

13 

6 

Sidbury 

9 

...11 

...13 

...33 

...16  . 

..295 

10 

5! 

Talaton 

1 

...  3 

...  9 

...13 

...  3 . 

..  46 

13 

6 

Venn  Ottery 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

0 . 

..  0 

0 

0 

Totals 

21 

30 

35 

86 

40 

£632 

12 

6| 

Totals  1920 

19 

34 

37 

90 

>;< 

£736 

5 

62 

* Number  of  Cases  not  stated  in  1919  Report. 


N.B. — The  above  ligures  do  not  include  Non-Settled 
Cases. 

HERBERT  TILT, 

Believing  Officer, 

14th  April,  1921.  Ottery  St.  Mary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Bihths. 

The  registered  number  of  births  was  178, 
as  against  143  in  1919. 

94  Boys.  84  Females. 

This  shows  a marked  improvement,  and  I 
note  again  that  the  male  births  exceed  the 
females. 
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Boys 

Girls 

1918 

59 

57 

1919 

77 

66 

1920 

94 

84 

The  Birth  Hate  is  206  per  1,000  as 
compared  with  : — 

1916  16*03  per  1,000 

1917  14*3 

1918  12*7 

1919  16  6 

1920  20*6 

The  average  Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  25*4,  so  we  are  still  considerably 
lower  than  we  ought  to  be. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

There  were  10  births  recorded  : — 

5 Males.  5 Females.  , 


This  is  again  higher  than  1919  which  was 
7 births,  and  is  a very  high  percentage  for  our 
district. 

( h ) Deaths. 

Number  and  Bate. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
registered  in  the  district,  107,  viz  : — 

57  Males  and  50  Females. 

This  is  lower  than  1919,  when  the 
number  of  registered  deaths  from  all  causes 
was  123. 

Death  Rate  Table. 

1916  ....  13*3  per  1,000 

1917  ...  15*7 

1918  ....  14*2 

1919  ....  14*8 

1920  ....  12*4 
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Causes  of  Death. 


1917  1918  1919  1920 


Influenza 

. 6 

14 

15 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

..10 

5 

7 

3 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Disease  .. 

..  2 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer 

..  8 

12 

10 

14 

Meningitis 

..  0 

1 

1 

0 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

..20 

17 

8 

12 

Bronchitis 

. 10 

3 

10 

4 

Pneumonia 

..  6 

13 

7 

8 

Other  Kespiratory  Diseases 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease  5 

i 

7 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

..  2 

3 

2 

6 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  .. 

..  0 

0 

1 

0 

Violence  apart  from  Suicide 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Other  defined  Diseases 

..53 

37 

46 

43 

Whooping  Cough 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

Kheumatic  Fever 

..  0 

0 

0 

1 

Appendicitis 

..  0 

0 

0 

2 

129 

116 

123 

107 

Special  causes  included 

in  above 

Table  : — 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Our  Death  Kate  is  very  satisfactory,  and 
is  exactly  the  same  as  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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I am  glad  to  report  that  Influenza  was 
practically  non-existent  in  the  district  in  1920, 
and  only  4 deaths  occurred  from  this,  as  com- 
pared with  15  in  1919. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Twelve  deaths  were  registered  of  children 
under  1 year:  10  males  and  2 females,  and  this 
also  includes  1 illegitimate  male  child. 

1916  1917  1918  1919  1920 

72*3  37’4  34*5  27*9  67*4  per  1,000  births 

This  is  a marked  increase,  but  of  these  12 
deaths — 6 occurred  from  Congenital  Debility. 

Amongst  the  causes  of  death  calling  for 

comment,  I think  the  following  need  on]}7  be 

referred  to,  viz  : — 

Cancer  ....  ....  14 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  3 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  1 

Cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  show  a large  increase, 
14  having  died  from  this,  as  against  10  in  1919. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  is  here,  I am  glad  to  report,  a 
decrease,  viz.,  3 deaths  as  compared  with  7 
in  1919. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  district  for 
Sanatorium  treatment  for  these  cases,  and  all 
cases  have  to  go  away.  I feel  more  cases  could 
be  induced  to  accept  Sanatorium  treatment,  if 
provision  was  made  in  the  Kural  District  for 
treatment. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleeping  Sickness). 

This  death  occurred  at  Offwell,  and  I am 
glad  to  say  no  further  cases  were  notified.  At 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  this 
disease,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  say  where  or 
how  the  disease  was  contracted.  The  case 
mortality  is  very  high,  averaging  50  per  cent, 
of  deaths,  and  no  specific  treatment  is  at 
present  available. 

The  degree  of  infectivity  from  person  to 
person  is  of  a low  order,  and  cases  of  the 
disease  usually  appear  to  be  isolated  or 
sporadic,  and  very  slight  risk  is  run  by  associa- 
tion with  the  patient. 


SICKNESS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 


(a)  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  excluding 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1920  1919  1918 


Diphtheria  ....  7 

Pneumonia  ....  2 

Erysipelas  ....  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  5 

Opthal.  Neonatorum  0 

Puerpural  Fever  ....  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  1 
Malaria  ....  1 


1 2 
13  Not  notifiable 


4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 


1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


19 


22 


3 
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The  above  table  shows  the  number  of 
infectious  cases  notified  me  during  the  year 
1920,  as  compared  with  1918-19. 

Taken  on  the  whole,  the  report  when  ex- 
amined, is  entirely  satisfactory,  and  we  have 
been  remarkably  free  from  Infectious  Disease. 
During  the  whole  year  we  have  not  had  to 
cope  with  any  Epidemic. 

Diphtheria. 

Six  out  of  the  seven  cases  occurred  in  a 
family  of  gipsies  at  Talaton  in  January,  1920. 
It  was  imported  from  Chard  District.  They 
were  at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Koncombe,  and  all  cases  did  remarkably 
well.  One  patient  was  very  troublesome,  being 
a carrier,  and  he  was  in  Hospital  for  some 
considerable  period  before  he  could  be  dis- 
charged free  from  the  disease. 

The  other  case  occurred  at  Awliscombe, 
and  being  very  mild  and  well  isolated,  no 
removal  to  Hospital  was  necessary. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 cases  at  Branscombe. 

2 cases  at  Widworthy. 

These  were  all  mild  cases,  removed  to  the 
Hospital  for  isolation.  All  recovered  and  were 
discharged  cured. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

This  case  has  been  dealt  with  previously 
in  my  Report. 

Opthal.  Neonatorum. 

v 

I am  very  glad  to  report  no  cases  have 
been  reported  to  me  in  1920. 

Small  Pox. 

No  primary  vaccinations  and  re-vaccina- 
tions  were  performed  by  me  under  the  Small 
Pox  Preventive  Regulations,  1917. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

This  little  Hospital,  established  7 years 
ago,  has  again  proved  of  great  value  to  the 
community  during  the  year.  We  were  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  we  should  be  allowed  to  continue 
this  Hospital,  owing  to  the  property  on  which 
it  is  situated  being  in  the  Market.  At  the 
sale  the  Council  were  outbid  for  it,  but  I am 
glad  to  say,  that  after  negotiations,  the  owner 
was  glad  to  sell  the  Hospital  to  the  Council  at 
the  price  paid  for  at  the  sale. 

In  addition  to  the  Hospital,  we  have  now 
a small  field  and  wood  adjoining,  and  all  facing 
the  Sid  Valley  and  sea,  absolutely  protected 
from  all  North  and  East  winds,  and  a more 
ideal  situation  for  open  air  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  it  would  be  hard  to  obtain. 
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I only  wish  my  Council  would  consider  the 
provision  of  a few  out-door  shelters  which  could 
be  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  Hospital, 
and  would  enable  those  people  who  will  not  go 
away  to  a Sanatorium  to  be  treated  and  brought 
back  to  health. 

I should  again  like  to  mention  the  excell- 
ent work  done  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  (Matron 
Caretaker),  whose  excellent  work  in  nursing 
and  managing  the  Hospital  has  made  it  the 
success  it  is. 


HOUSING. 

Awliscombe. 

Total  number  of  houses  119.  Population  419. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built — 8,  four  on 
each  side  of  the  Parish. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  the  non-parlour 
type  of  house,  and  two  sites  have  been  approved 
and  purchased — one  in  the  village  opposite  the 
Mill,  and  the  other  opposite  Wessington  Lane. 
The  water  supply  will  be  from  wells.  Accept- 
able tenders  for  building  not  yet  received. 

Branscombe. 

Total  number  of  houses  194.  Population  60 6. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  12.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  two  in  the  village  will  probably  be 
dropped.  The  remainder,  six  near  blacksmith’s 
shop  and  four  at  Fountain  Head,  will  be 
built  , as  the  site  and  price  for  the  land  has 
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been  agreed  upon.  Acceptable  tenders  not 
yet  received. 

Water  supply  from  wells. 

Broadhembury. 

Total  number  of  houses  147.  Population  611. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  ten  cottages  here, 
of  the  non-parlour  type.  The  land  has  been 
purchased.  Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  re- 
ceived. These,  I think,  are  sites  where  it  would 
be  economical  to  build  by  direct  labour. 

Water  supply  from  wells. 

Buckerell. 

Total  number  of  houses  59.  Population  214. 

Six  dilapidated  cottages  have  been  pur- 
chased, four  to  be  pulled  down,  and  the  other 
two  repaired. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  four  more  of  the 
non-parlour  type. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

There  is  a great  necessity  for  more  houses 
in  this  village. 

Combe  Raleigh. 

Total  number  of  houses  47.  Population  209. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

The  difficulty  reported  in  1919,  re  the  re- 
strictions raised  by  the  owner,  viz.,  sinking  a 
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well  on  the  proposed  site,  has  now  been 
satisfactorily  arranged,  and  the  objection  with- 
drawn. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 

Water  from  wells. 

Cotleigh. 

Total  number  of  bouses  37.  Population  160. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type: 
parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased.  Acceptable 
tenders  not  yet  received. 

Last  year  I reported  this  parish  as  short 
of  bouses  owing  to  two  cottages  being  bought 
and  converted  into  one  bouse  for  the  purpose 
of  a Poultry  Farm.  Since  then,  another 
cottage  has  been  purchased,  and  is  being  con- 
verted into  a residence.  This  only  accentuates 
the  shortage,  and  when  prices  moderate,  the 
Council  should  embark  on  building  more 
houses  for  this  village. 

Water  from  wells. 

Dunkesweil. 

Total  number  of  houses  79.  Population  330. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  10.  Type  : 
parlour. 

Negotiations  as  to  sites  have  been  un- 
necessarily prolonged  in  this  parish.  The  site 
at  the  Abbey  has  now  been  purchased  ; but 
the  Council  have  been  forced  to  surrender  the 
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suggested  open  space  for  the  village  site,  and 
a price  has  been  agreed  upon  for  an  acre  and 
a half  near  the  village. 

Water  from  wells. 

Farway. 

Total  number  of  houses  63.  Population  232. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  12.  Type  : 
parlour. 

Two  sites  have  been  purchased,  one  near 
the  school  and  the  other  in  the  village. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Feniton. 

Total  number  of  houses  90.  Population  372. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  8.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  is  now  approved,  and  we  are 
awaiting  settlement  of  price. 

No  tenders  have  yet  been  asked  for. 
Water  from  wells. 

Gittisham. 

Total  number  of  houses  83.  Population  348. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  6.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  is  now  agreed  upon  and  approved, 
and  purchase  of  land  is  now  in  course  of 
settlement. 

Water  from  wells. 
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Harpford. 

Total  number  of  houses  54.  Population  201. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

I am  glad  to  report,  that  here  we  have 
made  a start  in  building,  and  the  houses  will 
be  ready  for  occupation  in  a few  months  time. 

A large  number  of  applications  have  been 
received  for  these  houses,  which  are  being 
erected  at  a cost  of  J6821  10s.  Od.  each. 

Plenty  of  good  water  has  been  found  at 
a depth  of  25  feet,  in  a most  convenient  position. 

Luppitt. 

Total  number  of  houses  120.  Population  441. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  8.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

Progress  has  been  very  slow  with  this 
parish,  and  it  is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the 
Council,  but  due  to  the  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Minister  to  approve  of  sites  recommended  by 
the  Council.  At  present,  sites  for  two  houses 
at  Wick  have  been  purchased  by  the  Council. 

The  Commissioner  suggested  a site  in  the 
village  of  Luppitt,  but  houses  are  much  more 
required  near  the  hamlet  of  Beacon.  This 
latter  site  has  apparently  been  dropped  al- 
together, which  is  most  unfortunate,  as  the 
greater  number  of  the  cottages  here  are  much 
below  standard. 

Water  from  wells. 
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Monkton. 

Total  number  of  houses  29.  Population  132. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  has  now  been  purchased  for  four 
cottages. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Northleigh. 

Total  number  of  houses  46.  Population  167. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type: 
parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased. 
iVcceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Offwell. 

Total  number  of  houses  64.  Population  278. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Payhembury. 

Total  number  of  houses  101.  Population  428. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  6.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 
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Plymtree. 

Total  number  of  houses  98.  Population  398. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  8.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 

The  Commissioner  refused  permission  to 
take  over  6 cottages  which  are  in  a very  bad 
state  of  repair,  and  should  be  condemned. 

If  this  had  been  allowed,  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  carry  out  a very  much  needed 
improvement  by  pulling  down  the  four  worst, 
and  building  the  remaining  two  each  to 
standard.  The  need  for  more  cottages  here  is 
very  urgent. 

Water  from  wells. 

Salcombe  Regis. 

Total  number  of  houses  128.  Population  541 . 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  8,  and  4 at 
Bid  in  addition.  Type  : parlour. 

The  village  site  is  approved  and  price 
agreed  upon. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 

During  the  year,  Colonel  Hunter  held  an 
inquiry  on  the  needs  of  housing  in  the  village, 
as  it  was  suggested  that  houses  were  not  re- 
quired here.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  showed 
that  houses  were  very  badly  needed. 

The  site  at  Sid  has  been  purchased. 


20 


Sheldon. 

Total  number  of  houses  27.  Population  117. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
parlour. 

The  site  and  price  have  been  agreed  upon, 
but  considerable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  owner’s 
solicitors  has  prevented  us  from  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  land. 

Tenders  have  not  yet  been  asked  for. 

Water  from  wells. 

Sidbury. 

Total  number  of  houses352.  Population  1,374. 

Number  of  houses  to  be  built,  24.  Type  : 
parlour. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  here 
in  one  most  congested  area,  we  are  making  real 
progress. 

Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  the 
parlour  type  of  house,  at  a cost  of  T943  each, 
and  building  is  now  in  full  swing.  There  are 
already  numerous  applications  for  these  houses. 

Unfortunately,  a difficulty  as  to  the  water 
supply  has  now  arisen.  Originally  we  were 
given  to  understand  that  the  Sidmouth  Water 
Company  would  supply  all  the  houses,  but  now 
they  inform  us  that  the  houses  being  built  on 
the  higher  level  cannot  be  supplied  by  them, 
so  other  means  of  supply  are  being  sought. 

The  sewers  of  these  houses  will  be  joined 
to  the  main  sewer.  Contract  signed  for  T968 
for  roads  and  sewers  inside  site. 
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Southleigh. 

Total  number  of  houses  54.  Population  196. 

Number  of  houses  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

The  site  has  been  purchased.  Acceptable 
tenders  not  yet  received. 

Water  from  wells. 

Talaton. 

Total  number  of  houses  162.  Population  419. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  6.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  building  has 
commenced  here,  at  a cost  of  £892  each. 

Water  has  been  obtained  from  wells  at  a 
depth  of  20  feet. 

Upottery. 

Total  number  of  houses  153.  Population  574. 

Number  of  houses  to  be  built,  12.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

Six  houses  are  to  be  built  in  the  village, 
two  at  Rawridge,  and  four  at  Smeatharp. 

Sites  have  been  purchased. 

x\cceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 

Water  from  wells. 

Venn  Ottery. 

Total  number  of  houses  18.  Population  81. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  4.  Type  : 
parlour. 
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The  site  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  we 
obtain  possession  shortly. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Widworthy. 

Total  number  of  houses  33.  Population  148. 

Number  of  houses  to  be  built,  2.  Type  : 
non-parlour. 

'The  site  has  been  purchased. 

Acceptable  tenders  not  yet  received. 
Water  from  wells. 

Yarcombe. 

Total  number  of  houses  136.  Population  599. 

Number  proposed  to  be  built,  12.  Type  : 
non-parlour.  4 at  Marsh,  8 at  Yarcombe 
village. 

The  land  has  been  bought  at  Marsh,  but 
the  site  in  the  village  at  Yarcombe  has  not  yet 
been  agreed  upon,  as  the  owners  now  refuse 
to  selh 

Houses  are  very  urgently  required  in  this 
district,  and  my  Council  should  obtain  com- 
pulsory powers  to  obtain  the  site,  which  was 
originally  agreed  upon  by  the  owners. 

Water  from  wells. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  is  the  Special  Report  of  Mr. 
A.  J.  Redfern,  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

Water. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  is 
obtained  from  wells,  except  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Sidbury  and  Salcombe  Regis,  which 
are  supplied  by  the  Sidmoutli  Water  Company. 
Complaints  have  been  received  of  this  water 
occasionally  containing  sand,  but  up  to  the 
present  time  on  investigations  being  made  it 
has  been  found  to  be  very  slight. 

Buckerell. 

The  public  pump  at  Buckerell  has  given 
some  trouble  during  the  past  year,  the  water 
being  distinctly  coloured  after  heavy  rains,  and 
the  Inspector  has  reported  on  the  necessity  of 
a public  supply,  but  the  expense  has  been  found 
to  be  very  great  for  so  small  a parish  and  no 
action  has  been  taken. 

Salcombe  Regis. 

The  proposal  has  been  previously  made  to 
provide  a public  supply  for  this  village,  but  it 
has  been  withdrawn  for  the  present  owing  to 
the  great  expense  which  would  be  entailed  in 
carrying  it  out. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  rivers  and  streams  that  pass  through 
this  district  are  free  from  serious  pollution,  but 
the  river  Otter  where  it  passes  through  Honiton 
Borough  is  still  liable  to  pollution  from  the 
Honiton  sewerage  works. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  works  at  Sidford,  Sidbury 
and  Sidmouth  Junction  have  been  cleaned  out 
during  the  past  year,  and  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Alterations  have  been  made  at  Plymtree 
for  the  convenience  of  the  tenant,  so  that  he 
can  irrigate  other  parts  of  his  land. 

The  proposed  sewage  scheme  for  Salcombe 
Regis  village  is  delayed  for  the  present,  owing 
to  the  heavy  cost  of  material. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  district 
is  largely  privies  and  earth  closets ; water 
closets  only  being  fixed  where  there  is  a 
sewerage  system.  The  privies  are  gradually 
being  done  away  with,  and  earth  closets  put 
in  their  places. 

Estimated  number  of  privies  ....  1200 
,,  ,,  earth  closets  553 

„ ,,  water  closets  693 


Scavengering. 

Scavengering  is  only  done  in  the  populous 
part  of  Salcombe  Regis.  This  was  commenced 
some  9 years  ago,  and  the  regulation  then 
drawn  up  provided  for  the  provision  of  properly 
covered  sanitary  dust-bins,  and  this  we  have 
adhered  to.  'The  refuse  is  collected  twice  a 
week,  and  is  disposed  of  on  the  land. 

The  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
&c.,  is  controlled  by  Bye  Laws,  and  is  the 
duty  of  the  occupier. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year : — 


Number  of  Visits  to  Houses  ...  ...  342 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses  ...  5 

,,  ,,  Bakers  ...  ...  G 

,,  ,,  Schools  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Sewerage- Works  ...  201 

RESULTS. 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  10 

Water  supplies  improved  ...  ...  4 

Houses  repaired  and  whitewashed  ...  10 

New  Drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  1 

A 

Informal  Notices  (by  letter)  ...  ...  17 

Informal  Notices  (verbal)  ...  ...  33 

Interviews  with  Owners  or  Agents  ...  18 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 


Number  of  Houses  visited  (Section  17)  ...  48 

Dangerous  and  Injurious  ...  ...  14 

Representations  to  L.A.  ...  ...  14 

Closing  Orders  made...  ...  ...  Nil 

Notice  under  Section  15  ...  ...  Nil 

Remedied  with  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

Remedied  without  Closing  Orders  ...  10 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  Nil 


Premises  and  Occupations 
Controlled  by  Bye  Laws. 

We  have  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and 
no  offensive  trades,  and  no  underground 
sleeping  rooms. 

Schools.  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
Schools  is  fair,  and  pail  closets  are  provided. 
The  work  is  earned  out  fairly  satisfactorily. 
The  Water  Supply  is  not  always  of  the  best, 
and  the  School  at  Sheldon  has  no  adequate 
water  supply  at  all. 

Food.  Milk  Supply.  The  milk  supply 
in  this  District  has  usually  been  done  by  the 
Farmers  supplying  their  immediate  neighbours. 
Nearly  all  the  milk  in  normal  times  being 
made  into  butter.  During  the  war  a large 
number  of  the  farmers  commenced  to  sell  milk. 

23  Persons  were  .Registered  as  Milk 
Sellers. 


5W 
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No  special  action  has  been  taken  to  deal 
with  Tuberculous  Milk  or  other  Foods. 

Meat  Inspections.  The  Slaughter-houses 
have  been  visited,  and  no  serious  cause  of 
complaint  has  arisen. 

A.  J.  Redfern, 

Sanitary  Inspector , dc. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Honiton  Rural  District  Council. 


